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The ideal TAN book!  The resurgence of tradition is rekindling devotion, zeal and, we pray, sanctity.

But do some place traditionalism before Mother Church herself? This is the issue of our time a

unique time, 50 years after Vatican II when much (though not all) of the misapplication of the

Council s teaching and the liturgical aberrations have settled. In The Council in Question: A

Dialogue With Catholic Traditionalism, journalist Moyra Doorly, an SSPX attendee and Dominican

Aidan Nichols engage in a vibrant and enlightening discussion on the health and future of the

Roman Catholic Church. Doorly takes up the arguments of the Society of Saint Pius X, while

Nichols picks up the mantel of the post-Vatican II Church.  This fascinating exchange is more than

just a dialogue between two factions of the Church, it is a sign and defense of the genuine continuity

and development across the millennia in doctrine, liturgy, and church law. A must-read for lovers of

Tradition.  US and CA distribution only.
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This book is a series of 7 letter exchanges between SSPX sympathizer Moyra Doorly and Fr Aidan

Nichols, OP. Prior to reading this I only had a vague understanding of SSPX objections; Moyra lays

out many of the society's grievances against the Second Vatican Council, using case studies of

liturgical abuse, indifferentism, and liberal laxism as proofs. Nichols respectfully answers the

objections; admitting practical failures but in the end upholding the validity of the council as orthodox

and in continuity with Catholic Tradition.Overall it is a great entrance-way to the topic of



traditionalism (in the schismatic sense). The format is short-form dialog, I was able to read it in one

entertaining and profitable sitting.

This book is a great introduction to the problems perceived in the council by many traditionally

minded Catholics and as well as good replies conceding many of the difficulties raised yet at the

same time showing ways how classical doctrine is compatible with the conciliar texts.

An interesting dialogue. I'm sympathetic with SSPX in what they are often annoyed about, but,

frankly, I find their response a absurd. It's an ultra-right version of the sentimental emotionalism that

you often find with people of the left - who ultimately hate truth. Father Aidan was extremely

generous in his response and this left me a bit annoyed. On the one hand, it's very edifying that Fr.

Aidan approached his opponent with so much respect, but since I'm not a holy person, I wished he

had gone for the throat a bit more. Don't get me wrong, Fr. Aidan delivers many logical

hammer-blows, but it's too kind for my sarcastic tastes.
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